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Steve Anderson - European Drug Policy: The Cases of Portugal, Germany, and The Netherlands 
Abstract: 
Drug abuse is a problem that reaches all corners of the globe. In Europe, the case is no different. The author 
examines how the incorporation of different drug policy methods affects illicit drug use in Portugal, 
Germany and The Netherlands. 
Tuesday Baumiller - Alexander Thompson's Information Transmission Theory 
Abstract: 
This paper is an analysis of Alexander Thompson's book "Channels of Power: The UN Security Council 
and U.S. Statecraft in Iraq. The author examines Thompson's Information Transmission Theory and 
discusses its relevance as well as its legitimacy. 
Luke Eastin - Article Critique: "Shifting Winds: Explaining Variation in State Policies to Promote 
Small-Scale Wind Energy" 
Abstract: 
This paper is a review of Tomas Koontz and Joshua Wiener's case study analysis that considered the extent 
of variance among three states in regard to their particular small-scale wind energy policies. Through this 
critique, the author provides both the benefits and difficulties with the research, along with the future 
prospects for research in this area of policy studies. 
Ashley Harrington - Googalization: The Response to a "Friend Request" in the Workplace 
Abstract: 
With social networking taking over the lives and time of its users, workplace time and productivity appear 
to be neglected and decreasing. However, perhaps online social networking is just a plan that has yet to 
make its inclusion into the workplace. Within this context, the author considers both the positives and 
negatives associated with social networking in the workplace. 
Eric Stevens - A New Electoral System for a New Century  
Abstract: 
The Electoral College as an institution is an archaic relic of times past and is in serious need of reevaluation 
concerning the modern age of technology and communication. Through discussion the author argues that 
the current electoral system is a hindrance to electoral democracy in this country and could easily be made 
more efficient and democratic to meed modern standards. 	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Googalization:  The Response to a “Friend Request” in the Workplace 
Ashley Harrington 
 
Connections, associations, relationships, affiliations, bonds, links, no matter what word 
you use, it all boils down to two words – social networking.  Social networking used to mean 
meeting someone for a cocktail or a business luncheon, basically, face-to-face contact.  Today 
there is no need to meet face-to-face when the Internet is readily available and requires less 
effort.   
With the age of the Internet at the highest peak in its history, but surely not in its lifetime, 
the Internet provides connections for people all across the globe.  Users gain access to an array of 
topics with an abundance of sources through Google.  The Internet does not only provide its 
users with an unbelievable amount of information but with a way to connect and “link” with 
others globally through social networking websites.  However, the “link” users obtain from 
social networking provides as many pitfalls as it does promises, especially in the workplace.   
 Facebook, MySpace, Twitter, LinkedIn, and many other sites give Web 2.0 users a 
chance to “friend” people from all over the globe.  Social networking sites change how the world 
connects together from news access to time management to relationships to communication and 
even right down to vocabulary and grammar.  Prior to the Facebook era, “friend” was a noun but 
today “friend” is a verb.  (In an English course, I would have been corrected for using “friend” in 
the sentence – “Hey, you should friend me.”)  With social networking taking over the lives and 
time of its users, workplace time and productivity appear to be neglected and decreasing.  
However, perhaps online social networking is just a plan that has yet to make its inclusion into 
the workplace.   
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A Request to the Workplace to “Friend Me” 
 Social networking sites are as relatively new as the latest iPad2 and smart phones.  
Therefore, social networking has yet to make a head-on charge into the working environment.  
Social Media, Social Networks, and blogs trace back to what is known as “Web 2.0,” a term 
coined to explain online self-publication (Leader-Chivee 2008, 43).  Plugging Web 2.0 into a 
Google search engine, I received nearly two billion hits in a matter of seconds.  Web 2.0 gives 
access for users to provide a way for those with similar personal interests to connect and “friend” 
one another.   
 There are various forms of social networking.  Blogs provide personal opinions and 
feelings as well as government information to new audiences and encourage public conversations 
on government issues.  Social networking websites can support interaction in response to agency 
announcements while on a more personal level, engage people of similar interests to interact 
with one another.  The purpose of video and multimedia sharing is to support public outreach, 
education, training and other communication with online audiences.  Yet video and multimedia 
sharing also provides a form of entertainment for Web 2.0 users.  Wikis support public 
collaboration, knowledge sharing, and input on government issues.  Podcasts provide updates, 
coverage of live government deliberations, emergency response information, and how-to 
messages to the public.  Mashups support richer information sharing by integrating external data 
and expanding government reach (Wilshusen 2010, 6).  
 Of all the various forms of social networking sites like Facebook, MySpace, Twitter, and 
so on, LinkedIn is the professional equivalent for social networks.  LinkedIn offers job postings 
and research tools and facilitates business inquiries and requests.  MySpace is orientated with 
friends with commonalties and interests.  Facebook was initially intended to unite college 
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students and alumni together but within the past few years has become another variation of 
MySpace with more capabilities.  Due to its wide use and popularity, many agencies use 
Facebook and LinkedIn as a resource.     
 Currently, there are over fifty social networking websites with over one million users 
(Cardon 2009, 96).  Facebook, MySpace, Friendster, LinkedIn, and Twitter are just a few of the 
top websites.  YouTube is widely used for media and social garnering.  As many Web 2.0 users 
engage in social interaction personally and professionally, new forms of social networks reshape 
how agencies interact with the public.   
The Promises to being “LinkedIn” for the Agency 
 Social networking sites provide several positives for supervisors in areas such as 
efficiency and competitive advantages.  Social networking sites usually begin in the marketing 
department.  Agencies and organizations use networking sites for recruitment and retention 
concerns (Leader-Chivee 2008, 41).  An organization posted for an engineering position on 
LinkedIn and within one business day had over one hundred resumes of well-qualified 
individuals (Davison 2011, 153).  Robert Half International interviewed top management officers 
and learned that sixty-two percent of officers believe that professional networking sites will be 
beneficial in the recruiting process, and thirty-five percent believe social networking sites will be 
useful.   
Many supervisors question how to attract, retain, and develop employees.  The young 
college generation is more likely to work several different jobs over their lifetime as compared to 
the prior generations who work just a few during their lifetimes.  Furthermore, social networking 
sites prepare talent pools by listing recruitment opportunities and forms of screening.   
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 Many supervisors prior to hiring use networking sources as a form of screening 
applicants for positions (Leader-Chivee 2008, 43).  Supervisors do not wish to hire employees 
who publish unprofessional and inappropriate pictures and posts that could reflect negatively on 
the organization.  A college student applied for a summer job as a camp counselor.  Her 
references were excellent, interview went well, and the director assured her that everything 
looked good.  However, the director did not ask her to work because of MySpace images 
picturing her binge drinking (Davison 2011, 153).   
 Increased motivation is another positive attribute of social networking sites.  One-fourth 
of employees leave their job due to a lack of social connectivity, and eighty percent believe that 
being connected in the workplace is critical (Leader-Chivee 2008, 42).   When employees feel 
connected, workplace satisfaction increases.  Just knowing others are connected to you keeps 
employees from feeling isolated and segregated from the group, bringing the entire agency 
together.   
 When employees are “LinkedIn” and satisfaction boosts so, too, does workplace 
performance.  Trust enhances when employees are connected, making them more ample to listen 
to information presented.  Internet users trust sites like Facebook and Twitter.  If supervisors use 
networks that employees trust to get the message across, employees are more likely to accept and 
consider the supervisor’s advice.   
 Social networks in organizations provide a transparency so that an agency may identify 
potential positives and negatives within the workplace.  Guards come down on networking sites; 
people feel comfortable with one another.  It also provides insight for innovative ideas and pulls 
all departments together to achieve the goal.  Problems can be solved before they actually arise 
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through social networking as long as communication and connectedness is maintained 
throughout the organization.   
 Governmental organizations promote through social networks.  A Pew public opinion 
poll (2011) shows a major growth in social networking websites.  Forty-three percent of 
Americans indicate the Internet is a primary source of access for news and governmental 
information (PEW Research Center 2008).  Twenty-seven percent of Americans get their news 
and governmental information from either Facebook or Twitter (PEW Research Center 2011).   
Declining a “Friend Request” (Don’t Worry we won’t Tell Anybody) 
 Over half of organizations block social networking sites from employees (Leader-Chivee 
2008, 45).  Yet, if a ban is placed on social networking websites, many employees waste more 
precious time finding ways around the ban.  With social networking websites on the rise, 
blocking the popular site today does not take care of the one tomorrow.  There are areas many 
believe social networks have negative connotations upon in the workplace.  Productivity, data 
leakage from staff gossip, swindles from cyber-crooks, and open access to organizational 
information due to poor control is some of the greatest concerns (Wilson 2009, 55).   
Time theft is often an occurrence when social networking sites are used.  Time theft is 
defined as stealing productivity minutes while on the organization’s clock.  Many believe, 
“Facebook is like jail.  You sit around, waste time, have a profile picture, write on walls, and get 
poked by guys you don’t really know” (Facebook).   
“you deleted me cuz ur mad at me……..wow real mature!” (Facebook Group)  
Self-publication through blogs and wall posts potentially harm organizations because in 
seconds flat the information is “shared” on the Internet.  Disciplining employees for behavior 
and publication outside of the workplace on their own personal time presents challenges.  While 
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some forms of legality protect the employee, the organization is harmed by the employee’s 
inappropriate behavior.  For instance, an employee left work late one night on a project.  Before 
leaving, he tweeted, “I hate my job at ABC Company.  They are a horrible employer.  As soon as 
I can find a new job, I’m out of here.”  Several of his managers who fired him the next day 
(Davison 2011, 153) read that tweet.  In Spanierman v. Hughes (2008), a Connecticut teacher’s 
firing over inappropriate postings on MySpace was upheld.  Even though organizations are able 
to discipline or terminate for inappropriate behavior, damage control is hard to maintain when 
the damage is already done.   
Employees or applicants need to remain aware that their tweets and posts reflect back on 
the agency.  Before blogging, writing on walls, tweeting, or uploading photos, soon-to-be-
applicants and employees should ask themselves a few questions.  “Am I loading information 
that I want the world to see?  Is this a picture that shows me in the best light?  What impression 
would another person have of me if he or she went through my site?” (Roberts 2009, 111).  Yes, 
a resume shows an applicant in his or her best light, but the wall shows what the applicant is 
really like after hours.  Much of what is private is still viewable by would-be employers.  CMT’s 
Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders: Making the Team provides some insight.  One young trainee was 
called in to the office for discussion.  Little did she know that the DCC judges could view her 
private sexually exploitative and drinking photographs online.  As a Dallas Cowboy Cheerleader, 
her actions could reflect negatively on the DCC.   
Human Resource personnel suggest if you do not wish your mother or grandmother to see 
how you act or the words you use online then it is probably in your best interest not to allow the 
rest of the world to see it.  After all, our families have already seen us in our worst light and still 
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love us, so if the information is so bad we would not want our own grandmother or mother to see 
it then it is probably inappropriate to show it to everyone else.   
The Confirmation to Social Networking’s “Friend Request” 
Many agencies and organizations are accepting the idea of social networks inclusion in 
the workplace.  With employees desiring to be “LinkedIn” with one another not only in the 
workplace but also in the world in general, organizations are more likely to plan social networks 
into future organizational patterns.  Organizations even establish their own versions of social 
networking sites for their employees.  These self-organized sites supply employers the benefit of 
maintaining some tracking over employees while still giving employees the privilege to connect 
with one another.   
Some organizations have already begun adopting networking sites.  British Telecom, 
Pfizer, Citrix Systems, and DOW Chemical have already taken this idea and spearheaded it into 
their organization (Leader-Chivee 2008, 44).  Many organizations adopt policies for employees 
to follow to prevent employees using social networks from harming the organization.  Educating 
users, keeping up-to-date information about the networks, opening-up but keeping control, and 
having employees protect their identities can allow employees the ability to use social 
networking websites and keep the organization from any legal qualms that may arise (Wilson 
2009, 56).   
Twenty-two of twenty-four federal agencies use Facebook, Twitter, or YouTube to 
establish connections with the public (Wilshusen 2010, 5).  Agencies are required by the 
Freedom of Information Act to provide information to the public.  An easy alternative to achieve 
this goal is through social networking websites (Wilshusen 2010, 2).   
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The United States military has even inducted a few social networking techniques.  Yet, it 
poses challenges to the typical hierarchy and vertical lines of communication (Murphy 2010, 14).  
Military leaders like Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy Rick West are able to communicate 
with thousands of sailors, worldwide, instantly.  He can even still support the chain-of-command.  
When magazines, blogs, networking and media sites are used together, they support and enhance 
the chain-of-command (Murphy 2010, 14).  However, little research has been conducted as to 
whether or not social networking sites would provide more pros than cons for the military.   
Just years ago, the Internet was seen as a threat to the organizational structure.  Now 
without Google, electronic mail, and news access from the Internet, organizations would be hard-
pressed to function successfully.  Yesterday, the threat was the Internet; today’s threat is social 
networking sites; tomorrow it will be something entirely different.    
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European Drug Policy: The Cases of Portugal, Germany, and The Netherlands 
Steve Anderson 
 
Abstract 
Drug abuse is a problem that reaches all corners of the globe. In Europe, the case is no 
different. With a single currency, open borders, and no central European Union policy to deal 
with drug addiction, it is up to each member’s national government to deal with illicit drug use 
and addiction. Policies have ranged from strict enforcement in Sweden to outright 
decriminalization in Portugal. With many different avenues pursuing the same goal, the 
European Union serves as an example of different approaches to drug policies. These different 
policies can cause conflict among members who may consider their neighbors policies to be a 
possible negative influence.  I will examine how incorporation of these different methods affects 
illicit drug use in Portugal, Germany, and The Netherlands. By comparing the use of treatment 
programs and drug courts, policies regarding possession of certain drugs, and the use of illicit 
drugs by population one can determine which group of policies has had the largest impact on 
drug use. 
Introduction 
Europe is not isolated from the rest of the world when it comes to drug abuse. While most 
states in European Union have laws that criminalize the possession and distribution of narcotics, 
their policies set in place regard drug use as a public health issue versus a criminal offense. The 
use of drug courts and treatment programs are widespread to help combat drug addiction. 
Portugal in the year 2000 decriminalized all drug possession and put its focus on treating 
addiction. The Netherlands are famous for their tolerance of cannabis in coffee shops, but it 
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recent years have cracked down on “drug tourism” and the amounts of cannabis these coffee 
shops can sell. With so many policies ranging across the entire the continent, determining which 
polices have the greatest effect on drug usage requires extensive analysis of usage in different 
countries with different laws and justice systems. 
However, these countries have programs to combat addiction, overseen by either the 
corrections or public health departments. The way certain countries administer these programs 
may in fact have a profound impact on drug abuse. This paper will analyze the use of these 
programs in different countries in Europe and its relation to drug use and the severity of 
punishment. This can measured in percentage of offenders that go to court, how often the 
offender is sentenced to treatment, and the rate of use. The dependent variable is the rate of drug 
usage/addiction in one country, with the independent variables including the drugs used, the 
countries being discussed and the policies that each particular country that are currently 
enforced. 
Literature Review 
Using research over different areas of drug policy, I plan to examine how incorporation 
of these different methods affects illicit drug use in Portugal, Germany, and The Netherlands. By 
comparing the use of treatment programs and drug courts, policies regarding possession of 
certain drugs, and the use of illicit drugs by population one can determine which group of 
policies has had the largest impact on drug use. 
Marianne Wade (2009) examined six different countries and how drug offenders are 
prosecuted; comparing how each country measures the crime in terms of public health. Caroline 
Chatwin (2004) studied how adding new members to the European Union complicates issues of 
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controlling drug trafficking.  John Gilberbloom (2009) put primary focus on the city of 
Amsterdam, citing the city’s low drug use rate ad a model for urban areas around the world to 
use. The Dagmar Hendrich et al. piece (2008) on harm reduction involving heroin, focused on 
procedures used to combat diseases associated with heroin use. With such a wide spectrum, this 
paper will primarily focus on drugs such as cannabis, cocaine, and opoids. I will examine 
different European countries policies towards rehabilitating offenders, the strictness of 
enforcement, and the rate of usage.  
Countries in Europe, like other developed nations across the globe, must deal with drug 
usage and addiction along with problems that both create and sustain those habits. Researchers 
have looked at many different nations to determine how effective each particular country has 
been in attempting to curb illicit drug usage. Considering the impact drug use has on public 
health and crime, members of the European Union helped established the European Monitoring 
Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) an agency keeps detailed data on drug use in 
member states, providing information to policy makers, scientists and professionals working in 
the drugs field as to what effect different policies have on curbing illicit drug abuse. The agency 
is located in Lisbon, the capital of Portugal.  
Portugal itself has been the focus of many researchers considering the path it has taken to 
curb the use of illicit drugs. In the 1990s, many believed that Portugal experienced a rapid 
increase in non-medical drug use. This centered principally, but not exclusively, on heroin 
(McCaffrey, 782). However, this rapid increase took place without much collection of data, yet 
this was a factor in the decision to decriminalize, since it would allow treatment and researchers 
to collect data on those in treatment programs (Mirjam, Beusekom, Kahn, 2002).  Portugal 
decriminalized all drugs effective 2001, meaning that there were no criminal penalties attached 
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to possessing and using illicit drugs, unless there was suspicion of trafficking. This applied both 
to hard (cocaine, heroin) and soft (cannabis) drugs. It was considered a bold attempt to reduce 
drug use, and very different from the policies of other Western European nations.  
Germany was also dealing with the program of increased drug use. Yet until recently, 
Germany dealt with drugs with a strict prohibition policy, sending those convicted of possession 
into the prison system (Fischer, 390). As Germany has shifted its focus from treating drug use as 
a criminal issue to a public health issue, more focus has been put on sending offenders to court 
approved treatment programs. However, more serious offenders, like in Portugal, can be sent 
through the court system (Wade, 174). Germany has developed what is known as their “Action 
Plan on Drugs and Addiction” from the German Federal Ministry of Health. This lays out the 
German governments plan do deal with drug addiction both for legal and illicit drug use. It 
specifically calls for treatment and therapy for those addicted and are willing to get help 
(Caspers-Merk, 17). 
The Netherlands is famous for its tolerance of cannabis, with coffee shops often selling 
cannabis filled foods, drinks, and in smokeable forms.  Amsterdam has been known as a spot for 
“drug tourism” when foreigners travel to take advantage of lenient laws to use drugs not 
available legally in their countries of origin. The Netherlands current policy for dealing with 
illicit drugs comes from The Opium Law of 1976. This law essentially places more focus on hard 
drugs (cocaine, heroin) than soft drugs such as cannabis.  
This distinction results in the de facto decriminalization of cannabis and other soft drugs. 
There are only prosecutions for serious offenses, including such as the selling of large amounts 
to a single user, to a child, or creating a public disturbance. This is combined with treatment for 
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addiction while cracking down on drug trafficking and organized crime. While other nations 
were suffering from increasing use of drugs during the 1990’s, it was reported that the 
Netherlands had some of the lowest rates of both hard and soft illicit drug use in Europe 
(Gilderbloom, 478). Drug law reformers often point to the Netherlands as a model example as 
the best to handle drug usage and addiction.  
Taken together, the Netherlands, Portugal, and Germany all focus on the ability of drug 
addicts to seek treatment, while at the same time enforcing laws to prevent drug trafficking.  The 
difference in polices often relate to the rate of enforcement and level of attention to soft and hard 
drugs. The three come across different parts along the prohibitionist and the anti-prohibitionist 
sides of the policy spectrum. Considering that the EMCDDA keeps records of arrests and rates of 
use for all three countries, comparing and contrasting the policies effectiveness will require 
quantitative analysis of arrests and prosecutions rates, rehabilitation and relapse rates, along with 
the use of illicit drugs in general.  
                        Methodology 
Drug use rates in these three separate countries will be the dependent variable. The 
independent variables include the drugs used, which will consistent of cannabis, cocaine, and 
heroin. These three drugs represent different levels of narcotic strength and potential for 
addiction, not to mention are the most commonly used illicit narcotics. Another independent 
variable will be the specific administrative role played by the state in dealing with violations 
involving possession and use of the three aforementioned narcotics. The differences in indicate 
whether the particular state leans more towards a prohibitionist or an anti-prohibitionist stance on 
narcotics. 
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Information on the drug laws of EU Member States and statistics on drug law offences 
have been collected and published by the EMCDDA for over ten years. Since 1995, member 
states have been reporting the number of drug law offences and the stage at which an offense for 
possession or trafficking is first registered by the police or prosecution. The most recent report, 
the 2009 report “Drug Offenses:  Sentencing and other Outcomes” has the most recent numbers 
detailing the sentences of those convicted of possession of illicit substances.  Germany, Portugal, 
and the Netherlands all have data showing how often arrests lead to treatment or a sentence to a 
correctional facility. Often, data is collected from all four stages of the criminal justice process 
including: the police arrest, prosecutions, the trial, and either the prison or probation sentence.  
The United Nations spends a great deal of time analyzing the trafficking and use of illicit 
drugs round the globe. The United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime released a report on world 
drug use, but for the purposes of this paper only the areas relating to Europe will be examined. 
The most recent report from 2011 details the current drug trends in Europe. The market for 
cocaine in Europe used to be only one-fourth the size as North America, but today the two 
Europe’s market has become nearly equal in size, with a 37 billion dollar market in North 
America and a 33 billion dollar market in Europe (World Drug Report, 8).  With the growing 
drug markets in parts of Europe, it is very important for researchers to understand which policies 
are in place and how effective said policies are in combating demand for illicit drugs.  
                  Findings 
Portugal’s decision to decriminalize drug possession for both soft and hard drugs came as 
a result of their Commission for a National Drug Strategy, which issued a report in 1998 
determining that the best method to deal with the growing drug problem meant pursuing a harm 
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reduction strategy (Loo, 50). The need for strategy was added by the urgency that one of the 
fastest growing drugs of choice happened to be heroin. In 1999, there were between 60,000 and 
100,000 people were reported to be addicted, while, the arrest rate for heroin possession 
increased 250% between 1991 and 1998 (Loo, 52).  Despite the report calling for 
decriminalization, Portugal’s legislature approved of the report and crafted legislation to match 
the report’s recommendations in full.   
One of the central tenets of Portugal’s National Drug Strategy is to treat drug addicts not 
as criminals, but more like patients suffering from a disease. It should be clarified that trafficking 
and manufacturing illicit drugs are still punishable by criminal sanctions. For those who are 
caught with illegal substances, they are brought before a panel consisting of medical and legal 
experts to determine if the person shows signs of addiction. If not, and the offender has no prior 
convictions, the hearing is suspended. If there is a prior conviction, it can result in a verbal 
warning, a fine, or in some cases loss of professional licenses among other administrative actions 
(McCaffrey, 785). The hearing is suspended if the offender agrees to seek treatment.  
Part of this approach involves a great emphasis on prevention, or keeping potential users 
away from the influence of illicit drugs. This involves educating children in schools, with 
families, or the entire community getting involved and understanding the situations that may 
result in drug use (Loo, 57). Along with needle exchange, safe houses and motivational speakers, 
the idea to treat drug addicts as patients who are in need of care is a far cry from the policies of 
the past.  
The first part of the National Drug Strategy was implemented between 2001 and 2004. 
The commission systems were given yearly funding increases to deal with the expected rise in 
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those who would most likely seek treatment for addiction. In 2005, there were 3,192 commission 
hearings (McCaffrey, 785). 
Figure 1 
 
Source: Institute for Drugs and Drug Addiction Portugal 
 
As figure 1 above shows, 83% of commissions were suspended, while 15% ended some 
form of a sanction, and the remaining 2.5% were absolved, or found not guilty or responsible. 
This trend reflects the commissions pushing individuals toward treatment for drug use instead of 
criminal sanctions.  Of all the major drugs, cannabis was the most common cited for offenders. 
In terms of decriminalization’s effect on usage rates, most of the age groups cited have seen a 
decrease in usage, with some seeing stagnant or only slight increases (Greenwald, 14). Arrest 
rates for users, predictably, dropped to zero, as there were no longer any criminal penalties 
attached to possession. In turn, the numbers of those seeking treatment have increased 
dramatically, due in part to more access and less stigma as part of the National Drug Strategy. 
Despite fears and criticisms that the decriminalization strategy would lead to massive increases 
in drug use, drug tourism and other drug related problems, researchers have found Portugal’s 
programs to have been successful in curbing the use of illicit drugs. 
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 The Netherlands, an area of Europe more well known for its tolerance of the use of soft 
drugs, differs in that the by the law, the Opium Act of 1976 still criminalizes the possession of 
hard illicit substances (EMCDDA). However, in practice, possession of cannabis ranks far lower 
on the police’s list of drugs that cause substantial harm, with hard drugs such as cocaine and 
heroin the major focus of law enforcement.  Possession of cannabis is considered an “offense 
against order” and is subject to non-criminal proceedings (Wade, 154). Often, there is the 
misconception that cannabis is legal, leading to drug tourism, which has become a source of 
concern for the Netherlands. The government has responded by limiting how much cannabis 
shops can sell, and has stricter enforcement near certain areas such as schools and hospitals. As a 
major center of trade, the Netherlands has taken steps to crack down on smuggling, particularly 
of opium and heroin from Afghanistan. In 1994, only 50% or drug related cases were taken to 
court, but by 2002 by the number had risen steadily, and the government cracked down on those 
who were trafficking through the massive trade areas (Wade, 164).  
 This policy of essentially ignoring cannabis while focusing efforts on harder drugs has 
been in force in 1976, with slight increases in the use of cannabis among the lifespan of the total 
population population while other hard drug use and decreased.  As a result of this policy, The 
Netherlands have some of the lowest levels of drug use, for both soft and hard drugs, across all 
age groups. 
 Germany, compared to Portugal and the Netherlands, has the strictest of the drug related 
enforcement policies. Germany did begin to pursue a harm reduction strategy during the 1980s, 
after years of increasing drug use, drug related deaths and crime. (Fischer, 389). While 
possession of any illicit substance is a criminal offense under Act to Regulate the Trade in 
Narcotics, otherwise known as the Narcotics Act, pursuing a harm reduction strategy has given 
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prosecutors more discretion is sending offenders to treatment as opposed to prison. The Federal 
Constitutional Court of Germany ruled in 1994 that criminalization of controlled substances was 
constitutional, but set out new standards in charging those with possession. Prosecutors have 
discretion, with court approval, as to whether an offender can have charges dropped in cases of 
possession of small amounts of illicit drugs (EMCDDA). This is essentially Germany’s form of 
making sure the punishment fits the crime.  The most abused illicit drug is cannabis, with up to 
two million people using regularly, with some 200,000 suffering from addiction (Caspers-Merk, 
12).   
 In the 30 years since the Narcotics Act was passed, Germany has invested heavily in 
prevention and addiction treatment, borrowing ideas from neighboring countries to continually 
improve on its own harm reduction strategy.  Yet, other aspects embraced by neighboring 
countries have been slow to take hold.  Consumption rooms, areas that users, particularly heroin 
addicts, can inject drugs under the eye of a medical professional and counselors, were only 
recently added as an option 2009, leaving up to local governments to decide if consumption 
rooms served the best interest of local law enforcement and health professionals.  Germany does 
keep track of the number of drug related cases that are dropped, handled in an administrative 
form, or taken to court on a formal charge. However, these statistics have been unavailable to 
other researchers since the German parliament has not authorized a statistical register to keep 
track of all the possible outcomes (Wade, 166).  
 Between Portugal, The Netherlands and Germany, there exist three different models for 
policies designed to curb the rate of illicit drug use. Although all three have embraced the 
principle of harm reduction, Portugal leans closer towards the anti-prohibitionist model, while 
Germany still leans in the direction of the prohibitionist model. To determine the effects of these 
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policy stances on drug use, the statistics from the EMCDDA measures the lifetime prevalence of 
cannabis and cocaine use among the entire adult population (15-64) and the young adult 
population (15-34). These are measured as percentages of the population that have had an 
experience with cannabis or cocaine from general population surveys of drug use. 
Figure 2 
 
Source: European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction 
Portugal has the lowest rate of cannabis and cocaine use in for both all adults and the more 
venerable young adult group. Germany and the Netherlands both reported that lifetime 
prevalence among young adults for cannabis was 38.5% and 32.3% respectively. However, in 
Portugal, that rate drops to 17%. Even when the total adult population is taken into account, 
Germany and the Netherlands measure 25.6%  and 22.6% respectively, while Portugal’s drops 
down to 11.7%.  
 In terms of dealing with heroin users, considering the drug is considered the most 
addictive and negative in terms of health problems, all three of the countries in this paper place 
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emphasis on placing users into treatment. In terms of sending first time users into treatment, 
Portugal has seen massive decreases since initial stages of decriminalization. The EMCDDA has 
records of the rates of new heroin clients (patients) by country and year of treatment. In 1999, 
Portugal had 92.2% new clients for heroin use in treatment, and by 2009 that number had 
dropped to 55.7%. In that same time frame, Germany has dropped from 37.1% to 19.6% first 
time users entering treatment. The Netherlands, again in the same time frame, dropped from 29% 
to 5.6%. These numbers indicate that increased investment in treatment instead of criminal 
sanctions has resulted in large drops of heroin use in all three countries. 
Figure 3 
 
Source: European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction 
 As presented above in figure 3, dealing with heroin with harm reduction strategies, 
including strong emphasis on prevention at an early age, has resulted in lower amounts of first 
time heroin users entering treatment. As a key part of curbing the use of illicit drugs, particularly 
heroin abuse, Germany, Portugal and the Netherlands have been successful in placing offenders 
in treatment instead of facing criminal sanctions.  
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                                                                     Conclusion 
 The problem that is illicit drug use has been on the minds of governments since the very 
early days of urbanization. After years of placing heavy criminal penalties on simple possession, 
members of the European Union began a shift towards removing the criminal attachments to 
drug use and focused efforts on prevention and treatment for drug users. In the years since such 
policies have taken place, countries such as Portugal have seen astounding success in lowering 
the amount the illicit drug users and related social ills that follow.  
 Portugal’s model in particular has received much praise from researchers as a bold 
solution to dealing with an age old problem. Although the Netherlands has had problems related 
to trafficking though major ports and drug tourism, the focus on hard drugs while essentially 
leaving possession of cannabis a low priority of law enforcement has resulted in gains curbing 
the use of hard illicit substances. Germany, while still criminalizing possession, has gradually 
moved towards greater discretion of prosecutors to not press charges while placing more 
emphasis on treatment for drug users.  
 Despite differences in population, governments and local conditions, these three countries 
have embraced harm reduction strategies, with support with the European Union to monitor 
specific policies and their effect on illicit drug usage. In time, more research will be required to 
see if Portugal’s policy of decriminalization will continue to be successful, and whether or not 
their model will be embraced by the other members of the European Union. Even in the face of 
potential austerity in the wake of the European financial crisis, the successful results of harm 
reduction strategies are worth the initial investment, and will most likely be continued well into 
the future.  
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Book Review: “Channels of Power: The UN Security Council and U.S. Statecraft 
in Iraq” 
Alexander Thompson’s Information Transmission Theory 
Tuesday Baumiller 
 
 Alexander Thompson analyzes why powerful states have an interest in working through 
international organizations when using coercive force. Specifically, he looks at the relationship 
between Iraq and the United States from 1990 to 2003. To support his argument, he uses 
evidence from the Gulf War, Operation Desert Fox, and the Second Iraq War. He makes the 
connection that powerful states usually do not need IOs to reach their goals as they have the 
means of achieving their ambitions unilaterally. However, it politically works in their favor to 
have UN Security Council approval before acting with force in order to secure foreign support.  
 Thompson argues two pathways of information transmission, which are signaling 
intentions to leaders and sending policy information to publics. According to him, the two 
pathways result in an increased amount of overall approval when using coercive force in the 
international community. It is easier for third-party states to support a powerful state with 
coercive intentions when they have received IO approval. To test his argument, Thompson uses 
six hypotheses that he relates to the United States’ decisions of whether or not to use force in 
Iraq. He also discusses the costs of constraints that occur from working through IOs.  
 Thompson states that, historically, even powerful states face consequences if they use 
unilateral coercion. Conversely, when using IOs powerful states may face costs of constraints. 
According to Thompson, these costs of constraints include delay, limited freedom, organizational 
costs, and scrutiny. An example Thompson gives is the Security Council’s role in the Gulf War. 
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The policy decisions made during the Gulf War confirm Thompson’s first three hypotheses. 
These hypotheses state that international political costs of coercion are lower when working 
through an IO. This sends favorable signals to third-party leaders, thus leading to IO approval, 
which sends reassuring policy information to foreign publics. Throughout his research, he proves 
the rest of his hypotheses.  
 He derives a confirmation of his fourth hypothesis through a careful analysis of 
Operation Desert Fox. Hypothesis four states that when there is a low value placed on flexibility, 
states are more likely to work through IOs. Due to constraints, the U.S. was forced to operate 
unilaterally, although with UK support. This led the international community to gain a larger 
lack of trust in policy decisions made by the United States. During the Gulf War it became clear 
that using IOs was increasingly important, which is supported by Thompson’s third hypothesis. 
Hypothesis three states that IO approval proves to the international community that there will be 
desirable consequences.  
 The Second Iraq War also proves Thompson’s argument to be accurate in his analysis. As 
his argument states, powerful states have an interest in working through IOs when using coercive 
force, unless the costs of constraints are too high. Initially, the Bush administration sought UN 
approval, but found the costs of constraints too high. Thompson sheds light on a few important 
events that happened prior to the Second Iraq War that led the Bush administration to bypass the 
use of the UN. These events include the influence of 9/11, the Bush administration’s ideology, 
and the lessons of Kosovo. The international costs of not having UN approval were 
disadvantageous for the United States. Hypotheses two and three are upheld in Thompson’s 
argument as the international community reacted negatively to the United States’ decisions in the 
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Second Iraq War. According to Thompson, the lessons that were learned between the years 1990 
to 2003 prove the importance of an IO when using force.  
  Thompson uses a wide range of sources to support his argument. One of his sources is the 
Pew Research Center. He uses their statistics to show the relationship of foreign publics who 
agreed with military intervention under the circumstances of Security Council approval and of 
military interventions that lacked the approval. This is very helpful in understanding the 
importance of UN Security Council approval and the relevance of the UN. The evidence he uses 
throughout his argument achieves his ultimate goal of understanding why powerful states seek 
UN Security Council approval. 
 Thompson delivers a compelling argument with supporting evidence. His research can 
contribute to students’ and graduates’ understanding of why powerful states use IOs when using 
coercive force. His hypotheses are clear-cut and can be easily understood. He strongly implies 
that, although the Security Council has weaknesses, it is still highly relevant.  This is clearly 
shown throughout his argument. If the UN Security Council was not relevant, powerful states 
would not seek its approval before using coercive force. In his last statement he suggests 
institutions such as the UN Security Council serve a distinct purpose because they do not favor 
the wishes of powerful states and will occasionally go against what powerful states want to 
achieve. All in all, Thompson’s extensive research gives insight into why powerful states seek 
UN approval when using coercive force, and furthermore why they sometimes bypass the UN.  
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Article Critique: “Shifting Winds: Explaining Variation in State Policies to 
Promote Small-Scale Wind Energy” 
Luke Eastin 
 
Tomas Koontz and Joshua Wiener’s case study analysis considers the extent of variance 
among three states regarding their particular small-scale wind energy policies (Koontz and 
Wiener 2010, 634).  Studying how states adopt alternative energy policies is vital when 
examining the future of renewable energy in the United States.  It will take more than one single 
over-arching policy from the federal government to free this nation from reliance on fossil fuels.  
Although every state will vary in the way they adopt wind energy policies, as more research is 
completed new policy patterns and models will be found.  These patterns and models can in turn 
be used to create wind energy policy generalizations, and further the understanding of wind 
energy policy adoption. 
Methodology 
Koontz and Wiener’s comparative research focuses on two models of studying state 
policy adoption, internal determinants and regional policy diffusion (Koontz and Wiener 2010, 
632-633).  These two models have been used extensively in previous research to better estimate 
how state policy is adopted.  One depiction of the two models describes internal determinants as 
“internal characteristics” within the state itself, and regional policy diffusion as the imitation of 
neighboring state policies based on their successfulness (Matisoff 2008, 528).  The internal 
determinants were studied in each state as follows, the “level of state commitment to 
environmental protection and innovation; citizen ideology; level of personal wealth; the price of 
EIU Political Science Review  Eastin 
2 
 
electricity; interest group strength;” and legislative professionalism (Koontz and Wiener 2010, 
645). 
The three cases that were chosen for this study were Oregon, Ohio, and Oklahoma. Each 
state was chosen specifically for their similarities of per capital wealth and average retail price of 
electricity.   All three states have a different citizen ideology ranging from liberal Oregon; to 
conservative Oklahoma; and moderate Ohio.  The wide ideological range was chosen study the 
full spectrum of small-scale wind energy policy through the eyes of completely different states 
(Koontz and Wiener 2010, 635).  Interviews were completed in each state over an eight month 
span totally 33 (12 in Oregon, 10 in Ohio, and 11 in Oklahoma), and 26 of the 33 interviews 
were done via telephone.  The interviewees included government staff, environmental advocacy 
group members, as well as members of wind turbine firms (Koontz and Wiener 2010, 635).   
Research Findings 
 Following the interview case study, Koontz and Wiener found that each state had 
multiple variables that explained the extent of their small-scale wind policy.  Oregon had the 
highest number of wind energy policies including, tax incentives, grants, loans, and a Renewable 
Portfolio Standard (RPS).  An RPS is the specific percentage of electrical production that the 
state government deems must come from renewable sources of energy.  Oregon was most 
influenced by their history of state commitment to environmental protection and innovation, with 
interest group strength and the citizen’s liberal ideology coming in second and third respectively 
(Koontz and Wiener 2010, 637, 644). 
 Ohio had a surprising amount of small-scale wind energy policies in place, including 
everything Oregon had instituted except for tax incentives.  The possibility of economic 
development potential was the most influential internal determinant for Ohio’s wind energy 
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policy, followed closely by that state’s commitment to environmental protection.  In third came 
regional policy diffusion, with Ohio’s policy mimicking neighboring states, arguably because of 
interstate competition between the states (Koontz and Wiener 2010, 640, 644). 
 By far the most conservative of the three states, Oklahoma, lacked a competitive number 
of wind energy policies.  The top two internal determinants were the strength of the fossil fuel 
industry, which has been historically the biggest economic force in Oklahoma, followed by the 
conservative citizen ideology that exists there.  Oklahoma has the smallest amount of wind 
energy policy among the three states, but ironically they also have the highest amount of wind 
resource, which is for the most part going to waste (Koontz and Wiener 2010, 643, 644). 
 Among the three case studies performed, the strongest of the variables was state 
commitment to environmental protection or lack thereof.  This internal determinant was within 
the top two of each of the three case studies performed and this finding indicates that the notions 
of environmental protection play an enormous role in the outcome of wind energy policy among 
states.  This research is very useful in understanding the possibilities of further wind energy 
policy in the states, but changes can be made to enhance the research in numerous ways. 
Critique 
 There are several questions that can be raised regarding this research by Koontz and 
Wiener, including the time period of the research, the type of interview study completed, the 
variables used to select the case studies, and some conflicting data with other research on the 
adoption of state policy.   
 These case studies were done from December of 2008 to July of 2009, but why does this 
matter?  In November of 2008 Barack Obama, a democrat, was elected president of the United 
States, quite a change from the previous administration under President Bush.  Not only was the 
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new president a democrat, but an influx of democratic congressional members arrived at both the 
state and federal level.  These happenings lead to liberal government workers and staffers 
becoming more involved in the government as well. Those who are interviewed during this time 
may have a notion to follow what the new administration would desire, and could cause slight 
partiality, when simply one year prior that might have not occurred.  Especially with those who 
were interviewed toward the end of their research period, when we already saw environmental 
policy change at both the state and federal level.  Political leanings have to be examined and 
discussed as a possible bias toward environmentalism, but this problem was seemingly ignored 
by the authors.  Another aspect to look at is the interview study conducted by the authors; it too 
has flaws that could have been fixed. 
 The sheer number of interviews was quite small for a case study of three states.  Not only 
was there only a total of 33, but each state did not have an even number of interviewees, which 
should be a priority in the future.  A number closer to 25 or 30 from each state would have 
created a much more full and complete case study, as well as given the research a good backbone 
to make conclusions from.  The larger the number of interviewees which can be practically done, 
the better the research will become.  
 Koontz and Wiener did not use an equal interview style for each person interviewed 
either, which can cause unbalanced research. Twenty six of the 33 interviews were done via the 
telephone, but the other seven were done in person.  Human nature can cause people to say many 
different things depending on the environment they are being interviewed in.  Although it is a 
possibility that this did not play a factor, it must be addressed.  Those seven people that were 
interviewed in person may not have given as useful information as those on the phone. To ensure 
EIU Political Science Review  Eastin 
5 
 
that biased research does not occur simply conducting the same type of interview style for each 
person would have left no question about uneven interviewing. 
 Adding experts of environmental policy and state policy adoption could have been 
another useful tool in broadening the extent of information that was received through the 
interview process.  Deserai Crow (2010) found in her research, “Not only were experts far more 
involved in promoting policy change than citizens or elected officials, those experts were 
generally more effective doing so within local communities (161).”   
 The number of case studies done by Koontz and Weiner was relatively low if you 
compare it to the entire population of the country.  Although three case studies is a rather small 
number, finding another practical way of doing this research and getting the specifics they did 
would be difficult.  One way of reaching more of the population would be studying the same 
amount of states with a possible addition of one or two, and choosing more populated states, that 
would hopefully add a whole new perspective on wind energy policy and expand the research to 
more people. Altering other variables that were used in the research regarding state selection 
may create disparate outcomes that would add another level to state policy adoption. 
 One of the variables that used in choosing the states was citizen ideology, of which the 
authors chose three separate ideologies, liberal, moderate, and conservative.  Another interesting 
take would be to choose states with identical ideologies and compare the different internal 
determinants and regional policy diffusion for their particular wind energy policy. 
 Koontz and Weiner also mentioned that Oklahoma, while having the highest wind 
resource of the three states, are far from utilizing that resource, and actually have far less wind 
energy policy than Oregon and Ohio.  Daniel Matisoff found some contradictory findings in his 
research of state policy adoption of wind energy.  Matisoff stated that states with a high wind 
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resource have are more prone to adopting RPS (2008, 544), which Oklahoma has not adopted.  
This contradiction creates an interesting exception that could be studied further. 
Conclusions and Discussion 
 This research provides valuable information regarding how states chose whether or not to 
adopt small-scale wind policy and policy adoption in general.  Although this research was 
completed on a small scale, it is still quite useful, and having too many case studies may bog 
down the research that is found.  Future research could focus on one specific type of wind policy, 
such as the Renewable Portfolio Standard and why certain states may or may not adopt it, like in 
the Oklahoma scenario discussed previously.   
 A great next step for wind power research would be to expand on what was done here 
with new approaches and discussions of the authors’ findings.  More specifically one idea could 
involve comparing our nation and state policy adoption of wind energy to foreign policy 
adoption in the same area. This may give us useful information about how we should approach 
our policy adoption research strategies.  The answers to questions regarding wind energy policy 
adoption may not solely lie within our own borders.  Any and all research areas including 
comparative studies with foreign nations could turn out to be quite fruitful in producing higher 
quality research studies. 
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A New Electoral System for a New Century 
Eric Stevens 
 
There are many difficulties we face as a nation concerning public policy, but of these 
difficulties the most pressing is the need for the reform of the electoral system and, more 
specifically, the Electoral College. This institution is an archaic relic of times past and is in 
serious need of reevaluation concerning the modern age of technology and communication. The 
current electoral system is a hindrance to electoral democracy in this country and could easily be 
made more efficient and democratic to meet modern standards. 
 Over the past 200 years there have been over 700 proposed amendments to reform or 
eliminate the electoral college, which is more than any other subject brought up for amendment 
(Fortier 2008). Though this system is considered flawed by the majority of America, it has 
continued to persist and survive by evolving to meet the new needs of the political environment. 
The last major changes to be made, however, were made with the ratification of the 12
th
 
Amendment in 1804 regarding procedures for selecting the president and vice president in an 
election. 
 The Electoral College was originally devised as a solution to the separation of powers. 
By having states elect or otherwise assign delegates to vote in presidential elections, the founders 
were able to keep Congress and specific state interests out of presidential elections and thus 
maintain a separation of powers. The number of delegates from each state reflected its 
representation in the Congress in order to keep things fair and for reasons stated elsewhere, the 
task could not be left to the Congressmen themselves. The selection of delegates was left up to 
the discretion of the states and many had their delegates directly elected by their respective 
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constituency. These delegates would pledge to vote for a specific party or candidate during the 
selection process and would then follow through on their pledge most of the time, even though 
there is no constitutional provision requiring them to do so (Fortier 2008). 
 This raises the question; why was it necessary to select delegates instead of having a 
popular vote? There were two intended consequences of instituting the Electoral College: one 
was to keep the presidency independent from the states and Congress as stated earlier, and the 
second was to ensure the election of a national figure (2008). Regarding this second point, the 
structure of the College allowed each delegate to cast two votes, only one of which could go 
towards a delegate’s own state. This allowed each delegate to cast a vote for a local favorite, but 
then forced them to vote for a more nationally recognized figure. 
 This early incarnation of the Electoral College was also necessary since the states were 
much more independent from one another economically and geographically than they are today, 
giving each a reason to want an electoral system representative of their respective power as 
reflected in the Congress. 
 But now that we are in the 21
st
 Century, things have changed. Now the states are far less 
isolated and independent as they once were, and have become very much integrated as a nation. 
Even the citizens of these states now see themselves as “Americans” over “Illinoisans” or 
“Pennsylvanians” as they once would have. Therefore, the Electoral College has become 
somewhat obsolete as individual states no longer have any real genuine interests that would 
otherwise be impeded by a popular vote. And with the technological advances in 
communications and transportation, the citizenry has every means of becoming well informed 
themselves and can vote directly for whom they wish to be president. 
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 Although it is commonly accepted that delegates will vote according to the popular vote, 
there is no constitutional provision requiring them to do so, allowing them to vote as they wish. 
While this may have been fine in 1800, it is unacceptable today.  In the early years of this 
country there was a relatively small electorate, namely white male landowners. So choosing 
delegates to serve in the Electoral College was fairly easy since they all had the same interests at 
heart. To preserve this system is to give credence to the old aristocracy of early America and in 
direct violation of today’s democratic ideals, especially since the American people do not 
directly vote for these delegates. Even if the delegates continue to vote in accordance with the 
popular vote, it is only an impediment to the democratic process and ought to be abolished. 
 The Electoral College is undemocratic by other measures as well, most notably in the rare 
event that a president is elected without the popular vote. The 2000 presidential election is 
indicative of popular sentiments on the Electoral College. While the system did its job by over-
representing smaller states to give their citizens greater representation, the entire country was 
angered that a president could be elected without the popular vote. If the popular vote is the only 
legitimate measure of an election for the people today, then has not the Electoral College 
outlived its purpose? 
 Not only is popular vote the only legitimate measure of an election for the vast majority 
of America, the winner-take-all system in place by 48 states is inherently undemocratic. With 
plurality systems, the greater the sample size (voting district) is, the less democratic an election 
is. This is shown when a candidate wins a state by 51% to 49% -- while the winner received 
barely half of the popular vote, they are awarded with 100% of the electoral vote. The 49% of the 
electorate who lost are effectively not counted in the greater national election if their state is lost. 
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Even with a district system as utilized by Nebraska and Maine, elections are more likely 
to have undemocratic results. According to a study done by J. Gordon Hylton (2010) of 
Marquette University, if the district system utilized by Maine and Nebraska had been used 
nationally during the 2000 election, George W. Bush would have won the election by an even 
larger electoral vote margin than he had with the current winner-take-all system. With this in 
mind it seems that the only way to guarantee that a president is elected by a popular vote (since 
anything less than a majority win is controversial at least) is to have the election determined by a 
popular vote. 
Another inherent problem with the Electoral College system is that it is inherently biased 
towards a two party system. With a plurality system where one’s vote does not count unless 
one’s candidate wins, people are much more likely to vote for a candidate that they believe can 
win rather than a candidate that they may more closely identify with and would otherwise vote 
for. While a proportional representative method would not work in an American presidential 
election since it is to fill only one position, there are other methods to make it friendlier to third 
parties, thus making it more democratic. 
One method worth considering is the preferential voting system that has been used in 
Australia since 1918 (Australian Government 2008). With this system, a voter would list his 
preferences for president and number them, one being his first choice, two his second, and so on. 
The first time through the ballots would count all the number one picks of the voters and the 
candidate with the least number of votes is eliminated and those who voted for him would have 
their ballot recounted for their number two pick and so on until there are only two candidates 
left. The candidate with the most votes wins and most voters can feel somewhat satisfied with 
the results. This way a voter can vote for his favorite third party candidate without having to fear 
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“wasting” his or her vote. This is the most effective voting system that could be utilized in this 
country and it would eliminate the complication of revising the Electoral College. 
If this government is to revise its electoral system for presidential elections, it should do 
so for other forms of elected office as well. The U.S. Senate is one of the most undemocratic 
legislative institutions of all Western democracies and should also be reformed. One of the great 
benefits of the House of Representatives, specifically unique to American politics, is that the 
population directly elects particular people to represent them. In most other democracies, 
especially parliamentary governments, constituents vote for a party who then appoints a member 
to the post. While this works just fine for the House with the elections being held in districts that 
are determined by population so that it is representative of the constituency of the district, it is 
not nearly so democratic on a statewide scale as it is done for the Senate, especially with such 
discrepancies in state size (Rhode Island is only one House district while California has 53). And 
as the argument was made earlier about how states no longer have truly independent interests 
and are therefore less divided, there is no need for the equal state representation in the Senate. 
The interconnectedness of this country (and the world for that matter) means that the 
individual economies of the states are no longer really independent of each other as they had 
been in years past. The fact that the national economy has shifted away from manufacturing to a 
service-based one also helps break down state economic borders. Some may argue that to 
remove a house of equal state representation from the federal government would decrease state 
power, but I say that if the state governments were afforded more independence from the federal 
government (so long as the federal constitution is upheld) and are allowed to dictate interstate 
trade and allowed more autonomy in general, there is no cause for concern. There could even be 
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state diplomats to petition the federal government since they would no longer be directly 
represented. 
Therefore, the Senate should be expanded to approximately 300 seats and should be 
elected by proportional representation like the majority of Western parliaments. There would be 
a minimum threshold established to determine being given a seat in this senate (~2-10%) so that 
there are not too many parties represented, but that many more perspectives may be heard. This 
would likely lead to the need for a coalition to be formed, encouraging cooperation instead of 
fighting as is often the case with the two party system, since one party simply needs a majority to 
be powerful than the other.  
This would closely resemble the German system of mixed member proportional 
representation. In this system, one house divides its seats between those elected by proportional 
representation and those elected directly by plurality. If applied to the American model, this 
would be split between the two houses, providing a new dynamic of local interests being 
represented in the house and a national sample of the population’s political beliefs in the Senate. 
The benefit to the House is local representation by a representative directly elected by the people, 
and the benefits of the Senate would be a more democratic sample of American political attitudes 
represented by party members. And when these two bodies would reach a consensus and pass 
legislation, it would truly be a democratic representation of the people. 
Aside from these major structural changes in U.S. electoral procedures, there are some 
other changes that should be made as well. First and perhaps most importantly, any federal 
campaign should only be run on government funds without private donations to eliminate the 
manipulation of special interests and giving more citizens the ability to effectively run for office 
based on their merit and not on the size of their pockets. Election ballots should also be more 
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accessible to voters. This could be accomplished by making Election Day a national holiday so 
that working people may have an easier time of getting out to the polls. The government could 
also reset Election Day to a Friday and keep the polls open throughout the weekend to allow 
more to vote. These actions coupled with an expansion in the use of absentee ballots would 
create a substantial increase in voter turnout. 
These kinds of changes to the electoral system would require great initiative by the 
current government to overcome the many obstacles that face any kind of constitutional 
amendment. The fact is that Congress is very unlikely to pass such a measure as it would  be (for 
the Senate especially) detrimental to the members’ personal interests of self preservation. It 
would also be a threat to the hegemony of the two party system, so the parties will not support 
any such amendment. Though it has been argued that the states will be better off with this 
system, it is still up for debate as to whether the dissolution of the Senate will decrease their 
power. This makes a call for a Constitutional Convention highly unlikely. This may seem to be 
the end of this amendment, but there is still one avenue left for its ratification: a popular 
movement by the citizenry. If citizens were strong in their support of such of an amendment and 
pressured their elected representatives to pass it, it would eventually come to fruition if this 
country is a true democracy. While this is highly unlikely, it is very much a possibility. If the 
only obstacle to this amendment was an argument against the democratic validity of it, then it 
would be passed unanimously. But, as has been shown, the only thing wrong with this 
amendment is that it would quite probably dislodge the entrenched political system in this 
country, and the only opposition to it being in the name of self interest and preservation. The 
question is not could it be passed, but rather should it be passed. 
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If the Electoral College is removed and the country utilized a preferential voting system, 
expanded the Senate and had it elected by Proportional Representation, funded all federal 
campaigns by government funding only, and took steps to make the elections more accessible to 
the public, our democracy would be stronger and more vibrant than it has ever been. 
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